This talk will review the status of art of nuclear and Coulomb breakup [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] from projectiles off stability and the influence of such reaction channels on the elastic scattering of the same projectiles [7] [8] . The effect of the final state interactions between the breakup particle and the core [5, 6] and target [1-4,9,10] nuclei will be clarified. Numerical calculations aiming at determining the best observables to be measured will be presented. To this goal new results will be also discussed showing the feasibility of a novel type of experiment involving heavy projectiles far from stability on heavy targets [9] . Finally the search for proton haloes will be mentioned [2, 10] . 
